THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

1200 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1200

MAY 16 2014
HEALTH AFFAIRS

MEMORANDUM FOR COMMANDER, U.S. CENTRAL COMMAND

SUBJECT: Exception to Policy Guidance to the Mandatory Smallpox Vaccination Program in
the U.S. Central Command Area of Responsibility

Upon consideration of the intelligence assessment provided, other intelligence products,
and in alignment with current biological defense vaccination policy guidance, I approve the
U.S. Central Command’s (USCENTCOM) request for exception to policy for the Smallpox
Vaccination Program. Smallpox vaccinations for Department of Defense personnel assigned or
deploying to the USCENTCOM area of responsibility are no longer mandatory.

My point of contact for this issue is Colonel (COL) Peter Schultheiss. COL Schultheiss
may be reached at (703) 681-8179, or Peter.Schultheiss@ha.osd.mil.

athan Woodson, M.D.

cc:
Joint Staff, J4/Health Services Support Division
Director, Military Vaccine Agency



